
      How to Apply 

 
Applications are available  

by contacting: 

 
Susan S. Sandler 

Attorney At Law 

Project Director 

ssandler@bals.org 

 

Judge Don Castor Community Law Center  

Bay Area Legal Services, Inc. 

829 W. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 

Tampa, FL  33603 

(813) 232-1222 X 116 

www.bals.org 
 

 

For more information,  
Contact the agency nearest you  

 
 

Clearwater Jane Helms  

                       Project Probono Coordinator 

  Gulfcoast Legal Services 

  (727) 443-0657 

  janeh@gulfcoastlegal.org 

 

Manatee/ Nishit Patel 

Sarasota         Project Staff Attorney 

  Legal Aid of Manasota  

             (941) 366-0038 
  npatel.ccp@gmail.com 

 

St. Pete Christopher Lovelady 

                       Project Staff Attorney 
  Community Law Program 

  (727) 582-7480 

  clovelady@lawprogram.org 

 

Tampa Susan S. Sandler 

                       Project Director 
  Bay Area Legal Services 

  (813) 232-1222 x 116 

  ssandler@bals.org 

 

 

 Community Counsel 

 
     Offered through these 

         Regional Partners 

    

  Bay Area Legal Services  

  Gulf Coast Legal Services 

   Legal Aid of Manasota 

   Community Law Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region-wide assistance to 

Community-based groups, 

Not-for-profits and Coalitions 

  in 

 

 Community Counsel 
       Free Legal Services 

 

       Offered Through 

Bay Area Legal Services 

Community Law Program 

Gulfcoast Legal Services 

Legal Aid of Manasota 

 

 

 

Region-wide assistance to  

Community-based groups, 

Not-for-profits and Coalitions 

        in 

Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, 

Pinellas and Sarasota Counties. 



 

 Community Counsel gives the 
highest priority to regional area non-
profits that sponsor projects or initia-

tives that will lead to: 
 

      A safe and affordable  
     place to live--- 
Including affordable housing, shelters 

and transitional housing  
 

            A living wage --- 
Including job training and placement 
services, microenterprise loan pro-

grams, welfare-to-work projects, 
commercial revitalization which leads 
to new jobs in low-income communi-

ties   
 

and 
 

The elimination of barriers to 
either of these goals --- 

Transportation initiatives, quality af-

fordable child care, homeownership 
training, and credit counseling pro-
grams. 

 
Other social service programs may be 

accepted as resources permit, espe-
cially groups that serve vulnerable 
populations – the elderly, the dis-

abled, the homeless, domestic vio-
lence victims, seasonal agricultural 

workers and others. 

Community Counsel Program 
offers business law assistance to 
nonprofit organizations and commu-

nity groups seeking nonprofit status.  

Community Counsel services are 

available to nonprofit organizations 

and groups with programs designed 
to better economic and social condi-

tions for low-income residents and 
distressed communities.   
 

Community Counsel helps clients 
more effectively address legal and 

risk management issues that arise in 
connection with their operations.  All 
legal services provided through 

Community Counsel are free of 
charge, through volunteer attorneys 

or staff.  Community Counsel does 
not accept litigation matters and any 

necessary costs or filing fees are the 
responsibility of the client. 

 

Your organization must lack the 
financial resources to retain and pay 

a private lawyer for the legal ser-
vices requested. 

 

Areas of legal expertise available 
from staff and volunteer lawyers in-

clude corporate, tax, contract, real 
estate, employment, zoning, land 
use, insurance, intellectual property 

and regulatory.   

Is Community Counsel 

Right for You? 

         

 Case Selection  

       Criteria 
Community impact  
one case at a time…… 

  

 

 A group of friends had a vision 

and were motivated to achieve it.  

Their research showed that a need 

existed….the trouble was, they 

couldn’t decide how to get their 

idea off and running.  They had 

administrative hurdles, legal ques-

tions and extreme difficulties find-

ing funding without tax-exempt 

status.  That is when they decided 

to look for help and came to the 

Community Counsel Program 

(CCP). 

 

 CCP helped this group crystallize 

their vision and mission.  Soon 

after, a pro bono attorney worked 

with them to prepare the appro-

priate nonprofit corporate docu-

ments leading toward 501(c)3 

status.  Within a few months this 

newly-born corporation was 

launched.  During the process, 

their board worked together, with 

counsel, to prepare for the future, 

which included launching their vi-

sionary program.  The program 

was a tremendous success. 

 

 As a result, the corporation re-

ceived a generous grant  in addi-

tion to other public donations to 

expanding services.  Community 

impact with the help of CCP. 

 


