Bay Area Legal Services is a regional,
nonprofit public interest law firm providing the
highest quality legal counsel by:
 Assisting individuals and nonprofit groups
with limited access to legal services;
 Resolving the legal problems of our clients;
and
 Preserving the independence, hope, and
dignity of those we serve.
Vision
Bay Area Legal Services aims to eliminate
barriers to justice through high quality legal
services, education, and community partnerships.
Who is eligible for our free legal services?
 Low-income residents of Hillsborough,
Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, and Sarasota
counties
 Domestic violence victims throughout our
service area, regardless of income
 Seniors (age 60 and older) living in other
Florida counties through the Florida Senior
Legal Helpline
 Nonprofit and community groups that serve
low-income individuals or distressed
communities
 Other clients who qualify under special
programs.

For more information, visit
our website at www.bals.org
Bay Area Legal Services Inc.
1302 N. 19th Street, Suite 400
Tampa, FL 33605‐5230
Tel: 813‐232‐1343
Fax: 813‐248‐9922

13th Judicial Circuit
BALS is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizaƟon. We receive
funding from a variety of sources, including:
 Area Agency on Aging of Pasco‐Pinellas
 Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney/Fowler White Boggs
 Carlton Fields Jorden Burt
 Children's Board of Hillsborough County
 Community Founda on of Tampa Bay
 Florida A orney General's Oﬃce
 Florida Bar Founda on
 Florida Coali on Against Domes c Violence
 Florida Department of Elder Aﬀairs
 Hillsborough County Bar Founda on
 Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners
 Hillsborough County Clerk of the Court
 Holland & Knight
 Internal Revenue Service
 Legal Services Corpora on
 Pasco County Board of County Commissioners
 Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
 Senior Connec on Center
 Society of St. Vincent de Paul South Pinellas
 Tampa Crossroads
 TECO Energy, Inc.
 The Children's Home
 The Spring of Tampa Bay
 United Way of Pasco County
 United Way Suncoast
 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
 U.S. Department of Jus ce, Oﬃce on Violence Against
Women
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McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act Education Provisions

3. I lost all of my child’s school and health
records. How can they enroll?

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
gives certain rights to “homeless” or “displaced”
children. When a natural disaster strikes, many
families are displaced. Their homes are destroyed
or they have nowhere left to work. They may lose
their schools. Children displaced by natural
disasters such as hurricanes, floods, tornadoes,
earthquakes, and wildfires are “homeless”
under the act. Florida gets Federal money under
this act, so every school district must follow this law.
Here is what you need to know about your child in
school……..

If the school knows you are displaced they must
immediately enroll your child. Tell them. Your child
must be enrolled even if you have lost their school
records and medical records. If you cannot prove
where you currently live or prove your child has had
their required shots, they have to be let in. School
staff should send you to the Homeless Liaison for
help recovering records and getting shots.

1. How is “homeless” defined by the act?
Any child (Pre-K through 12) without a fixed,
regular, or adequate nighttime residence is
“homeless” under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act. They are children that share the
home of others due to loss of housing or other
economic hardship. They live in motels, hotels,
trailer parks, or camping grounds because there’s
no better place to stay (not by choice). They live in
shelters. They were left in hospitals. They are
awaiting foster care placement. They live in a public
or private place not meant for sleeping (cars, parks,
empty buildings, bus stations, etc.). Those
otherwise known as “migrant” qualify if living in any
of these listed conditions. “Unaccompanied Youth”
also qualify. These are youth not in the physical
custody of a parent or guardian. Children displaced
due to natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods,
tornadoes, earthquakes, and
wildfires are
“homeless” under the Act.
2. My child needs to go to school. Where do I
start?
If you had to move because of a disaster, go to the
school closest to the place you are staying. Ask to
enroll your child. If you let them know you are
displaced, they must enroll your child right away.
They must take care of your child’s school needs.

4. What if the school will not enroll my child?
They have to. It’s that simple. If they won’t, they must
say no in writing and say why not. They must also tell
you in writing you have the right to appeal (challenge)
their decision. They must give you the name and
contact information of the Homeless Liaison, Most
importantly, they must enroll your child in that school
right away and provide transportation. Your child gets
to stay in that school until the dispute is settled
5. What is a “Homeless Liaison” and where do I
find them?
Every school district must have a Homeless Liaison.
The Homeless Liaison teaches parents of displaced
children about their rights. They make sure children
have access to a free and appropriate education.
They track down lost records. They settle arguments
over school enrollment. It is their job to go out and
find all the displaced children in the school district
and take care of their school needs. If the staff at the
school does not know who or where this person is,
have them call the main school board office and find
out.
6. I no longer have a car. How will my child get to
school?
The Homeless Liaison arranges transportation so
that displaced children can get to school. This can be
done by school bus or some other way, such as
public bus, or even taxis. However it gets done, it is
the school board’s job. If they say no, they have to
tell you no in writing.

7. The school is saying they have to put my
child in a special class or separate school for
displaced children. Can they do that?
No. Displaced children may not be segregated
(put aside) in any way just because they are
displaced.
8. My child has an IEP. Will he/she continue to
receive their Special Education Services?
Displaced children should get the same education
as other children, If your child was in any special
program before, they must be now. This means
Special Education and Free Lunch programs. The
Homeless Liaison will make sure your child gets
all their services as required by other laws. They
will track down lost papers and educational plans
so your child can get the individual education they
require.
9. The school isn’t doing any of these things.
What do I do now ?
The best thing to do if the school or Homeless
Liaison is not helping you is to contact your
nearest Legal Aid office for help. These things are
required by federal law. A legal Aid attorney can
help make the schools do their job.

County School Board Homeless Liaison
Phone Numbers
Hillsborough

(813) 273-7090

Manatee

(941) 721-2090 ext 2025

Pinellas

(727) 588-6305

Sarasota

(941) 923-6100

Pasco

(813) 794-4980
(727) 774-4980
(352) 524-4980

